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I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  A F R I C A  S O F T  P O W E R  P R O J E C T



Founded in 2020 at the height of the pandemic, The Africa Soft Power 
ÕƳƐŸŃĶǂʵŨƹʵŚƐĶǈƹŃļʵƐƈʵſŃǞŃƳĘŜŨƈŜʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵĶƳŃĘǂŨǞŃʵĘƈļʵĶǈſǂǈƳĘſʵŨƈļǈƹǂƳŨŃƹʵ
to propel the continent forward while championing the inclusion of 
African & diasporan voices in global discourse.

Introducing The Africa Soft Power Project

The preeminent, continent-based, 
African-led convening body and 
change maker
ʩ

Á aſĘŜƹŤŨƯʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵŃǞŃƈǂ
Á Small-format summits in coordination with global events
Á Bring African thought leadership to the mainstream
Á Connect Africa to the global diaspora and the world at large
Á Demonstrate that by communicating our narratives, we can 

directly impact the global perception of Africa

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com

Strategy & Mission
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ASP 2020/2021 Calendar

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com

JUNE 2020

ASP foundedby Nkiru 
Balonwu, out of a desire to take 
advantage of the stillness 
brought on by COVID-19, and 
digital connectedness 
accelerated by the pandemic

AUGUST 2020

ASP Virtual Summit I: Creative Power: Content, Culture 
& Platforms? Where is the Money?

50+ Speakers; Featured speakers include Benjamin 
Crump, Jidenna, Stephen Hendel, Pearl Thusi, Amadou 
Gallo Fall, Hakeem Belo-Osagie, etc

ASP Conversations: November 2020: Gen
xYZ: Unsilenced Voices Propelling Change 
through Creative Power & Social Media

NOVEMBER 2020 FEBRUARY 2021

ASP Conversations: The New Face of African 
Collaboration featuring Prof. BenedictOramah, 
President, Afreximbank; Dean Garfield, Vice 
President, Public Policy, Netflix; ChineloAnohu, 
Senior Director, Africa Investment Forum (AIF)

MAY 2021 DECEMBER 2021

ASP Virtual Summit II: The Bridge: The Past, The 
Present, The Future

70+ Speakers; Featured speakers include SibaMtongana, 
Susan Chapman-Hughes, TsitsiDangarembga, Tunde 
Folawiyo, Victor Williams, etc

ASP Conversations: ASP at Art Basel Miami 

2020 & 2021 focused on proof of concept, demonstrating our ability to make an impact and shape global conversations

ASP Conversations: 
Black History Month: 
ÁWords on Skin, Oil, 
Á Canvas & Truth
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ASP 2022 Calendar

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com

ASP @ United Nations General Assembly ʣNew York, USA
ASP Salons ʣLondon, UK | DC; Los Angeles, USA 

UN Climate Change Conference (COP 27)
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt

ASP @ Art Basel 
Miami, USA

ASP Africa Month Summit
Africa & the Global Community: The New 
Face of Collaboration - Kigali, Rwanda
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Vision: Activities & Impact

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com 7

Preeminent convening of African diaspora thought leaders

Annual flagship event: in-person, invitation/referral only 
focused on keynotes, panels, networking and visioneering.  
Major global city (Accra, Kigali, London, Lagos, New York, 
etc.)

Small format summits: quarterly sector/topic-focused events in 
coordination with global events (i.e. ʣCannes, BET Awards, TIFF, etc) 

Virtual/hybrid programming: democratized access to ASP content 
to drive idea dissemination and thought leadership throughout the 
diaspora and allies

Other business lines: ASP will explore endemic monetization 
opportunities as they arise, including content licensing, publishing, 
advisory, and white label events

Impact

Think tanks and academic programsfor undergraduate and 
graduate students, practicing academics, including ASP fellows ʣ
to encourage thought leadership on global black diaspora 
connections, perceptions, and strategies

ASP projects:annual cohort of artists/creativesfrom across the 
diaspora, supported via grants, mentorship and education.  

Coalesces in ASP bodies of work that are exhibited in upcoming 
flagship events and on loan to global institutions.



8

ǽU ªɏCkɏ ;fC) ɏU[VqAȁɏ<Q[( Qɏ) Ud C<V



ʩ¬ĘǥʵŨƹʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵcſƐĴĘſʵ<ĘƆƯĘŨŜƈʵ˵ʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʵɻɹɻɼ

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com

ʵŻŃǥʵƯĘƳǂʵƐŚʵ ßÕʬƹʵŨƈŨǂŨĘſʵǂǟƐʵǥŃĘƳʵƯƳƐŜƳĘƆƆŃʵŤĘƹʵ
ĴŃŃƈʵǂƐʵŃƹǂĘĴſŨƹŤʵ¬ĘǥʵĘƹʵʫ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʬʋʵèŤŃƳŃʵĘƳŃʵ
already celebrations like Black History Month in 
aŃĴƳǈĘƳǥʵŨƈʵǂŤŃʵîßʌʵƐƳʵ¶ĶǂƐĴŃƳʵŨƈʵǂŤŃʵî¡ʌʵĘƈļʵǂŤĘǂʬƹʵ
great because they champion the diaspora 
community. But when we are thinking in terms of 
global blackness, the continent of Africa still gets 
left behind, and so we seek to paint a modern, 
accurate picture of what the continent is about 
today ʣand that cultural narrative of course, is best 
told by our creative industries! We invite the global 
ĶƐƆƆǈƈŨǂǥʵǂƐʵŸƐŨƈʵǂŤŃʵĶŃſŃĴƳĘǂŨƐƈʵƐŚʵ¬ĘǥʵĘƹʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ
¬ƐƈǂŤʪʋ

ʩ
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ąŃʬƳŃʵŜƐŨƈŜʵĴĘĶŻʵǂƐʵ¡ŨŜĘſŨʵŚƐƳʵǂŤŃʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ
ßƐŚǂʵÕƐǟŃƳʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɼʐ



ʩ¬ĘǥʵŨƹʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵcſƐĴĘſʵ<ĘƆƯĘŨŜƈʵ˵ʵ~ƐŨƈʵîƹ

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com

What can you do with us?
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Á Partner with us on our Africa Month 
programming 

Á Sponsor the 2023 edition of the Africa 
Month Summit in Kigali Rwanda

Á Promote positive African content in 
May and profile African thought 
leaders - so we can, over time, create 
more nuanced mainstream stories 
about Africa and, promote, demystify, 
and leverage African content for a 
global audience.

What can you do in your space?

ʏǂŤŃʵĶŃſŃĴƳĘǂŨƐƈʵƐŚʵ
ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵƳŨĶŤʵŤŨƹǂƐƳǥʌʵ

culture, and dynamic 
contemporary 
industries within wider 
global conversations.

ʩ
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ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵ¶ǞŃƳǞŨŃǟʵ

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com

TheAfrica Soft PowerÕƳƐŸŃĶǂʬƹ2022ʩ ŚƳŨĶĘ¬ƐƈǂŤʪSummitis
scheduledfor 26th-28th Mayin Kigali,Rwandaandthemed: Africa &
the GlobalCommunity: TheNewFaceof Collaboration.

In the wake of COVID, ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹdigital, creativeand knowledge
economieshaveemergedasresilientpathwaysto recovery. Fromsports
andmusic,to technology,fashion,tourismandfilm,amongstothersʣ
howisthecontinentleveragingopportunitiesandadvanceswithinthese
industriesto build a strongrecovery,facilitateyouthparticipation,
developinfrastructureandsecure ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹplaceontheglobalstage?

Weareassemblinga globalgatheringof visionaries,thoughtleaders,
influencers,andpioneersto conversearoundthe themeof harnessing
ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹsoftpower,notonlyfor thecontinent,but theglobaldiaspora

communityat large.
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ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵBĘǥʵɺʍʵßŃƹƹŨƐƈƹʵ

VICTOR WILLIAMS
CEO, NBA Africa

LUOLAJOUDENG
Two-time NBA All-Star

MIKE OGBALUIII
CEO, Pan-African Payment & 
Settlement System (PAPSS)

Payments: The Foundation of the Content Revolution: 
ÁFrom streaming to gaming, to e-commerce, how are innovations in payments 

shaping trade and customer experience in the creative and digital economy?
ÁAs Africa's fintech space expands, how can we harness the current momentum 

to support the growth of adjacent sectors in the continent's digital, creative and 
knowledge economy?

LUCY MBABAZI
Head of Africa Advocacy & 

Partnerships, Better Than Cash 
Alliance

ALBERT KINUMA
Africa Partnerships Lead, 

Segovia Technology

CAROL ABADE
Group CEO, EXP

The Economy of Sports: Building Infrastructure to Facilitate 
èƳĘƈƹŚƐƳƆĘǂŨǞŃʵoƆƯĘĶǂʵŨƈʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵßƯƐƳǂƹʵKĶƐƹǥƹǂŃƆ
ÁBuilding infrastructure to facilitate transformative impact in Africa's sports 

industry and support an ecosystem of sports tourism, products, and content
ÁLeveraging technology and innovative financing solutions to upscale the sports 

industry and drive fan engagement

BENNY BONSU
Director of Daily Content, The 

International Olympic Committee

CHARLES SMITH
Former NBA player

NAVALAYOOSEMBO
Co-Founder & CEO, Enda Athletic, Inc.

MATTHEW RYDER QC
Fmr. Deputy Mayor of London



ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵBĘǥʵɺʍʵßŃƹƹŨƐƈƹʵ
Scaling African Talent: Mobilizing & Leveraging Human Capital
Á Africa has the world's youngest population ʣand with that available resource, 

how can we utilize creativity and innovation to build largescale human 
capacity, facilitate inclusive growth and secure Africa's competitiveness in a 
technology-driven global market

REWA
Artist; Founder, Cranstoun

Corporation

The Business of Fashion (A Glamtailspecial)
Á oƈʵǂƐļĘǥʬƹʵŃƈǞŨƳƐƈƆŃƈǂʌʵŤƐǟʵļƐʵ ŚƳŨĶĘƈʵĴƳĘƈļƹʵǂĘŻŃʵĘļǞĘƈǂĘŜŃʵƐŚʵǂŤŃʵƆĘĶƳƐʵ

trends, technology advancements and global eye on Africa to build 
ƹǈƹǂĘŨƈĘĴſŃʌʵŨƆƯĘĶǂŚǈſʵĴǈƹŨƈŃƹƹŃƹʒʵąŤĘǂʵƳƐſŃʵļƐŃƹʵĘƈļʵĶĘƈʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵŚĘƹŤŨƐƈʵ
industry play on the global stage?

NANA BAFFOUR
Chairman & CEO, Qintess

ARUN SHANMUGANATHAN
Co-Founder, Hence Technologies

NNENNAONYEWUCHI
Co-Founder/Chief Growth Officer, 

Halo Invest

MOSES TURAHIRWA
Founder & Creative Director, 

Moshions

TOLA ADEGBITE
Founder & Creative Director, 

TURFAH

NANA BAFFOUR
CEO, NVHStudios-Zeferino

MARY EDORO
Head of Content, BellaNaija Style 14



ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵBĘǥʵɺʍʵGlamtail
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ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵBĘǥʵɻʍʵßŃƹƹŨƐƈƹʵ

NALEDI K. KHABO
CEO, Africa Tourism Association

JOAN MAZIMHAKA
Co-Founder & CEO, Illume

JUMOKE JAGUN-DOKUNMU
IFC Regional Director for Eastern 

Africa

Financing Innovation & Creative Power: Redefining 
Infrastructure and shaping a Modern (Evolving) Economy
Á ąŨǂŤʵ<¶ĄoBʵƹŃŃƆŨƈŜſǥʵƹǈĴƹŨļŨƈŜʌʵŤƐǟʵĶĘƈʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵƆĘŸƐƳʵƯſĘǥŃƳƹʵ

and global institutions contribute to the continent's digital, creative 
and tourism economy while harnessing its vast pool of young 
innovators for economic growth and social cohesion?

IBRAHIM SAGNA
Global Head and Director, Advisory 
and Capital Markets, Afreximbank

NGAIREBLANKENBERG
Director, Smithsonian's National 

Museum of African Art

SOPHIE MASIPA
Co-Founder, MwunganoESG

Reinventing Travel, Tourism & Trade in Africa
Á As COVID restrictions are removed across Africa, how is the continent's tourism industry -

travel, hospitality, food, arts, music/nightlife, wildlife, sports etc - positioning itself for 
recovery?

Á How does the African Continental Free Trade Area's (AfCFTA) commitment to streamlining 
and boosting intra-African trade support the linkages as well as growth of travel, tourism, 
innovation & creativity on the continent?

LETHABOSITHOLE
<ŤĘŨƳƯŃƳƹƐƈʌʵ Ś<aè ʵċƐǈǂŤʵaƐƳǈƆʬƹʵ

Advisory Board

GAYHEARTMENSAH
Board Member, 

Africa Prosperity Network

BONITA MUTONI
Chairperson, Rwanda Tours 

and Travel Association

DR.GAIDIFARAJ
Asst. Professor - History, 

Grambling University

H.E. WAMKELEMENE
Secretary General, African 

Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) Secretariat (Keynote)



ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵBĘǥʵɻʍʵßŃƹƹŨƐƈƹʵ
èŤŃʵcſƐĴĘſŨǮĘǂŨƐƈʵƐŚʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵ¬ǈƹŨĶʍʵ<ǈſǂǈƳŃʌʵèƳŃƈļƹʵˬʵ¶ƯƯƐƳǂǈƈŨǂŨŃƹ
Á From afrobeats, to amapianoto soukous, how do we ensure that the revival of 

music from Africa translates to tangible benefits for both creators and the 
continent as a whole?

PENG CHEN
Co-Founder & CEO, 
Hustle Sasa, Inc.

Women communicating Africa forward
Á ƹʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵĶƳŃĘǂŨǞŃʌʵļŨŜŨǂĘſʵĘƈļʵŻƈƐǟſŃļŜŃʵŨƈļǈƹǂƳŨŃƹʵƯƐǟŃƳʵǂŤŃʵŃǤƯĘƈƹŨƐƈʵƐŚʵ

its soft power, how are pathways for inclusion, opportunities and leadership 
ĴŃŨƈŜʵĶƳŃĘǂŃļʵŚƐƳʵǟƐƆŃƈʵŨƈʵǂŤŨƹʵĶŤĘƈŜŨƈŜʵſĘƈļƹĶĘƯŃʒʵkƐǟʵĶĘƈʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵ
evolving narrative include a new representation of its women?

~îBKʵʫ¬ʋoʋʬʵABAGA
Rapper, Founder/CEO, 

TASCKAgency, and Incredible Music

ENIOLAMAFE
Founder & Principal, 
EniolaMafeAdvisory

GINA DIN-KARIUKI
Founder, Gina Din Group (GDG)

ALICE NKULIKIYINKA
Director, I&MBank Rwanda

MARY EDORO
Head of Content, BellaNaija Style

NATHALIE MUNYAMPENDA
CEO, Kepler 17
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ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵBĘǥʵɼʍʵèŤŃʵÕƐǟŃƳʵƐŚʵ Ƴǂ
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REWA
Artist; Founder, Cranstoun

Corporation

AMIN GAFARANGA
Founder, Atelier 

Academy

JANINE GAËLLEDIEUDJI
Independent Curator and 

Cultural Producer

NGAIREBLANKENBERG
Director, Smithsonian's 

National Museum of 
African Art

AYOOLAGBOLAHAN
Award-winning Painter & 

Sculptor



ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵBĘǥʵɼʍʵ:ĘƹŻŃǂĴĘſſʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¤ŃĘŜǈŃʵaŨƈĘſƹʵ
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ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵąŤĘǂʵǟŃʵĘĶŤŨŃǞŃļʵ

ÁInspired greater collaboration between the creative and financial 
sectors, the public and private, individual entrepreneurs and 
companies, and beyond

ÁFacilitated deals and partnerships between investors, brands and 
entities

ÁStrengthened those intramolecular connections between different 
African countries, reaching out to the global diaspora community

ÁReaffirmed May as Africa Month
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ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵ:ǈƹŨƈŃƹƹʵßƯƐǂſŨŜŤǂʵ

ENDA ATHLETIC INC.
Á First African high-performance running shoe brand | https://www.endasportswear.com

ZEFERINO
Á Leading Brazilian luxury shoe brand | https://zeferino.com.br

TASCKAGENCY 
Á Creative agency building safe pathways for creatives to create value; founded by Nigerian 
ƳĘƯƯŃƳʌʵ~ǈļŃʵʫ¬ʋoʋʬʵAbaga| https://thetasck.com

22

Three businesses to watch

https://www.endasportswear.com/
https://zeferino.com.br/
https://thetasck.com/


ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵcĘſſŃƳǥʵ
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ßÕʵʩ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¬ƐƈǂŤʪʵßǈƆƆŨǂʵɻɹɻɻʵ˵ʵ¬ŃļŨĘʵ<ƐǞŃƳĘŜŃʵKǤĶŃƳƯǂƹʵ

KǤƯŃƳǂƹʵƹŃŃŻʵĶƐſſĘĴƐƳĘǂŨƐƈʵǂƐʵļƳŨǞŃʵƯƳƐŜƳŃƹƹʵŚƐƳʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵĶƳŃĘǂŨǞŃʌʵŻƈƐǟſŃļŜŃʵƹŃĶǂƐƳƹ

The Africa Soft Power Project: Taking African culture mainstream in the 
global discourse

From Kigali, Africa's brightest minds, chart course for the continent's 
recovery, leveraging soft power

kƐǟʵǂƐʵŤĘƳƈŃƹƹʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʬƹʵƹƐŚǂʵƯƐǟŃƳʵŚƐƳʵŃĶƐƈƐƆŨĶʵŜƳƐǟǂŤ

Africa Soft Power summit returns with 3-day session in Kigali Africa Soft Power Summit Returns to Real-world Setting with Impactful 
3-day Session in Kigali

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com 24

https://guardian.ng/news/experts-seek-collaboration-to-drive-progress-for-africas-creative-knowledge-sectors/
https://newafricanmagazine.com/28190/
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/from-kigali-africas-brightest-minds-chart-course-for-the-continents-recovery/883x4m9
https://www.cnbcafrica.com/media/6307407914112/
https://businessday.ng/news/article/africa-soft-power-summit-returns-with-3-day-session-in-kigali/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2022/06/10/africa-soft-power-summit-returns-to-real-world-setting-with-impactful-3-day-session-in-kigali/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2022/06/10/africa-soft-power-summit-returns-to-real-world-setting-with-impactful-3-day-session-in-kigali/
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P A S T  A S P  E V E N T S



Previous Convenings

www.theafricasoftpowerproject.com

®ŃǂŚſŨǤʌʵ ƯƯſŃʌʵ ŚƳŃǤŨƆĴĘƈŻʌʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʵoƈǞŃƹǂƆŃƈǂʵaƐƳǈƆʌʵKßÕ®ʌʵ®: ʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʌʵaĘĶŃĴƐƐŻʌʵîƈŨǞŃƳƹĘſʌʵßƐǂŤŃĴǥʬƹʌʵ:ĘƹŻŃǂĴĘſſʵ ŚƳŨĶĘʵ¤ŃĘgue, 
MTN, Trace, Smithsonian, GSMA, Paypal, Harvard, Morgan Stanley, Amex, Ghana Investment Promotion Centre, Princeton, BBC, 
WNBA, Lucas Museum, The Africa Center, Wikimedia, etc.

Since 2020, ASP has attracted more than 200 high-profile speakers from organizations such as: 
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